1. (currently amended) A shielding assennbly comprising: 

at least first and second elongate members, each of said members ioinable 
together at a common point: and 

a shield, movablv mountable adjacent said shielding assembly and movable in 
three dimensions relative to said shielding assembly so as to shield a user of said 
shielding assembly. 

a sh iel d for sh iel d i ng a us e r of th e ass e mb l y; and 

a support for support i ng sa i d sh ie ld, th e support i nclud i ng at le ast on e e longat e 
m e mb e r r el at i v e to wh i ch sa i d sh iel d i s mov e ab l y mount e d; 

wh e r e in mov e m e nt of said shi el d r e lat i v e to th e at le ast on e e longat e m e mb e r, 
opt i ona ll y i n combination with mov e m e nt of on e or mor e of sa i d el ongat e m e mb e rs 
fac ili tat e s thr ee -d i m e ns i ona l mov e m e nt of th e sh ie ld about a d e fin e d r e g i on b el ow sa i d 
at le ast on e el ongat e m e mb e r, said thr ee -d i m e ns i ona l mov e m e nt i nclud i ng a v e rt i ca l 
compon e nt, a l ongitudinal compon e nt and a l at e ra l compon e nt. 

2. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first elongate member is pivotally mountableQat least one end threof: and 

said shield is mounted for longitudinal movement relative to said first elongate 
member. 

sa i d support i nc l ud e s on e el ongat e m e mb e r, sa i d sh i eld b ei ng mount e d for 
l ongitud i na l mov e m e nt re l at i v e to sa i d el ongat e m e mb e r, and wh e r ei n sa i d el ongat e 
m e mb e r i s adapt e d to b e p i vota l ly mount e d at at l east on e e nd th e r e of. 

3. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 21, wherein 
said the first elongate membe r is pivotally mountable i s adapt e d to b e p i votal l y mount e d 
at both ends thereof. 

4. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
sa i d support i nclud e s on e el ongat e m e mb e r, said shield b ei ng mount e d is mountable 
for longitudinal and transverse movement relative to said the first elongate member. 

5. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first elongate member is fixed, and the second elongate member includes said 
support i nc l ud e s a fix e d m e mb e r and an articulated arm pivotally mounted to said first 
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elongate fixed member, said shield is mountable b ei ng mount e d for longitudinal 
movement relative to said articulated arm. 

6. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
said support includes the first a f i x e d elongate member is fixed, and the second a 
mov e ab le elongate member is moveably mounted for longitudinal movement relative 
to saicj first fixed elongate member, said shield being mounted for longitudinal 
movement relative to said second mov e ab le elongate member. 

7. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first and second sa i d support i nc l ud e s two elongate members are mounted at about 
90° to each other, e ach of said first and second elongate members each being pivotally 
mounted at each end thereof for longitudinal pivotal movement relative to the other 
el ongat e m e mb e r , said shield being mounted for longitudinal movement relative to each 
of said first and second elongate members. 

8. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1, further 
including at least a third elongate member that forms a frame with the first and second 
elongate members, wh e r ei n sa i d support i nc l ud e s at le ast thr ee support struts form i ng 
a fram e , said shield being movably mounted relative to the first, second, and third 
elongate members adjacent said frame, sa i d struts with i n or outs i d e th e fram e . 

9. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 8, wherein 
said shield is mounted within said the frame. 

1 0. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 9 8, wherein 
said shield is mounted for longitudinal and transverse movement relative to each of the 
first, second, and third elongate members, sa i d struts. 

11. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 4© 1, 
wherein said shield is lockable relative to at least one said elongate member on e or 
mor e of sa i d struts . 

1 2. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 9 8, further 
including a wiring system, wherein said shield is hung from said struts within said frame 
by m e ans of a said wiring system. 
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1 3. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 . wherein 
said shielding assembly is operable between a collapsed orientation and an assembled 
orientation^ , wh e r ei n i n sa i d co ll aps e d or ie ntat i on sa i d support i nc l ud e s a pair of 
conc e ntr i c m e mb e rs an i nn e r m e mb e r of which mounts th e sh iel d, sa i d conc e ntr i c 
m e mb e rs b ei ng mov e ab le to an i nt e rm e d i at e or ie ntat i on wh e r ei n sa i d conc e ntr i c 
m e mb e rs ar e or ie nt e d at about 9 0° to e ach oth e r, and from sa i d i nt e rm e d i at e 
or ie ntat i on to sa i d ass e mb le d or ie ntat i on wh e r ei n l ow e r pot i ons of th e conc e ntr i c 
m e mb e rs ar e compr e ss e d to provid e a bas e for sa i d support, sa i d shi el d b ei ng 
support e d with i n th e support wh e n sa i d ass e mb l y is in said ass e mb le d or ie ntat i on. 

14. currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
at least the first and second elongate members are pivotallv mounted and said first 
elongate member is oriented substantially upright, and further including said support 
i nc l ud e s a plura li ty of pivotal l y mount e d el ongat e m e mb e rs and a pivotally mounted 
central mounting member extending from a proximal end of said first elongate 
member, a substant i a ll y upright strut, said shield extending over each of said elongate 
members sa i d support and being movably mounted relative there to e ach of said 
el ongat e m e mb e rs and being centrally fixedly mounted relative to the said central 
mounting member. 

15. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , further 
including wh e rein sa i d support i nc l ud e s a support strut from which the first hav i ng an 
elongate member extends, e xt e nd i ng th e r e from, said shield being pivotally mounted 
relative to a distal end of said first elongate member and including a plurality of laterally 
extending ridges that which are movably mounted relative to said distal end of said first 
elongate member. 

1 6. (currently amended) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein 
the movement of said shield and at least one said elongate member defines a region 
beneath said shield having a shape selected from a group consisting of hemisperoidal 
and hemiellipsoidal. opt i onal l y said on e or mor e e longat e m e mb e rs d e fin e s a 
substant i a ll y h e m i sph e ro i da l or h e mi elli pso i da l r e g i on b e n e ath th e shi el d. 

1 7. (new) A shield assembly according to claim 1 3, wherein in said collapsed 
orientation said shield assembly support includes a concentrically oriented pair of 
members mounted moveablv such that in an intermediate orientation said pair of 
members are oriented at about 90° to each other, said shield being mounted adjacent 
the an inner member of said pair of members, which mounts th e sh iel d, sa i d conc e ntr i c 
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m e mb e rs b ei ng mov e ab le to an i nt e rm e d i at e or ie ntat i on wh e r ei n sa i d conc e ntric 
m e mb e rs ar e ori e nt e d at about 9 0° to e ach oth e r, and from sa i d i nt e rm e d i at e 
or ie ntat i on to sa i d w herein in an assembled orientation wh e r ei n lower potions of the 
conc e ntric said pair of members members are compressed to provide a base for said 
assembly, support, said shield being supported within said assembly t h e support when 
said assembly is in said assembled orientation. 

18. (new) A shielding assembly according to claim 1, wherein said shield is 
moveably mountable adjacent said assembly at a region lower than said common point. 

19. (new) A shielding assembly according to claim 1 , wherein said shield is 
moveably mountable adjacent said assembly at a region higher than said common 
point. 

20. (new) A shielding assembly according to claim 8, wherein said shield is 
mounted above said frame. 
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